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- *Y "> 2 2. 23, 24. 


22. For the Jews require a Sign, and the Greeks 
feek after Wiſdom, —— 


23: But we Preach Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews 


a ſtumbling Block, . unto the Grecks foo- 
liſhneſs. 


5 24. But unto them ohich are called, both Jews and. 


Greeks, Chriſt the Power of God, and 1 
dom of Ged. 


| ORINTE was the Sea- Port Town of great 

Trade, and at that time, a flouriſhing and popu- 
lous City, nigh unto Athens the great Univerſity 
of the World, where all Languages, Arts, and 
Scenes were taught ; where various Sects of Philoſophers, 
as the Platoniſts; Ariſtotelians, Epicureans and the like, 
kept their Schools or Academies, who were fanciful or fond 
of new Conceits and Hypotheſes, and very dogmatical 
and ſtiff in Opinion, as to whatever Notion they conceiv'd, 
or imbibed and embraced ; being bred in a rigid way of 
Arguing, and the wrangling humour of the Schools, fierce 
in Diſpuration, very prone to ſtart Queſtions, yet hating 


2 To Contra- 


— 
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Contradiction, full of themſelves, and of the 3 of 
their own Brain, cho ill grounded, and often worſe Mas 
nag'd and carry'd on. 

This made them uneaſie to all Company, apt to create ö 
Diſturbances, to raife Heats, and make People fide into 
Parties, and gather into Factions. 

This ſet them at Variance, made them hate one ano. 
ther, grow malitious, and miſchiyious, and break through 
all the Rules and Precepts of their own Morals and Do- 
tine, and offend againſt their own Principles, to 955 


or abet 2 Notion. 


The Jews that liv'd amongſt them, being very nume. 
rous in that trading Place, and they having many Sects, 
as Saduces, and Phariſees, and fo forth, this fierce humour 


of Contention ſpread amongſt them too. 


And as Chriſtianity encreafed, ſo the ſame Fire kindled, | 
and began to flame and rage amongſt Chriſtians, and one 
began to Set up for Paul, another to cry up Apollo, ano- 


ther Cephas. Whereupon the Apoſtle exhorts them to 


Peace, and Love, and Unity in Jeſus Chriſt, and beſeeches 


them carneſily to joyn and ſpeak the ſame thing, that there 


may be no Schiſm, or Diviſions amongſt them, lealt the 

Croſs of Chriſt al be made of none effect. 
For Chriſtianity was a Doctrine not rais'd upon worlly 

Wiſdom, or to be carryed on with ſpiritual Pride, or Vain- 


glory, with fine Notions, curious Speculations, neat Ora- 


rory, or fluent N But with a plain Simplicity, 


a meek and humble Diſpoſition, a Doctrine of Sub million, 


and Patie ice, of bearir g all Things, enduring all Things, 
and ſuffering all Things; for ſays our Saviour, they are 19 


b2 mot highty eſteemed that are the lowlyeſt- in their ou 


Opinion, in the eye of the World, and bl ſſed are they wf on 


| Men ſhaft revile and per ſe cute, and ſpeak all manner of £9 1 


H, 


1 


of, for Cbriſis ſake : For it is the Crofi of Chriſt, ſays the 
| Apoſtle, we Preach, not with the Wilzom of words, but 


with more expreſſive Deeds and Sufferings. 

For it is written ſays he, Verſe 19 J will deſtroy the 
Wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring to nothing ile under- 
fanding of the Prudent; Which was made good by his 


| Brethren the Apoſtles, who were a Company of illiterate 


poor Fiſhermen and the like, but out-did ail the Heathen 
Philoſophers, and converted more to Chriſtianity than any 
like Number of learn'd Doctors, either Jews or Gentiles, 
had ever gain'd to be their Proſelites or Followers. 

And therefore in the zota Verſe he crys out, Where is 
the Wiſe, where is the Scribe? where is the Diſputer of 
this World 2 hath not God made feoliſh the Wiſdom of the 
World, viz. By this evident Demonſtration and matter of 
fact, the miraculous Converſion of ſo many in fo ſhort 
a time to the Chriſtian Faith. Philoſophers may pleaſe 
themſelves and tickle the itching Ears of thoſe, that are 
fond of Novels, and are delighted with vain . Curioſities, 
v ith ſuch Inventions as neither Profit, or have real Solidity. 
Let ſmooth, Language, and oyly Speeches, ſlide in at one 
Ear, and out at the other; after al, what great Feats have 
thefe Philoſophers done, what great Progreſs had they 
made to reſorm the World. Had they diſcovered a ſirſt 
Principle? or were they agreed as to the true Notion of 
God? and had they eſtabliſhed a right Idea of him ? or 
did they then keep an Altar dedicated to the unknown 
God ? Tho' ſure they had had time: enough to have tho- 
roughly conſidered and fertied one Point, yet they had 
not attain'd to the Knowledge of a firſt Principle; but 
had fallen far- ſhort thereof in their own Notions, . all 
of them differing as much from the Truth, as from one 
another. | fo 5 1 

TE Therefore 


(a) 


| Therefore ſays he, Verfe 2 1ſt. After that the World by 
| Wiſdom new not Gord 75 pleas d the infinite Wiſdom of God 
by what they call fooliſh preaching, to bring them to ſuch a 


right Knowledge of God, as to ſave them that believe. Which 


is the beſt Wiſdom and the happieſt Knowledge of God 


that can be, | 

Yet the Apoſtle docs not in this ſhort and poſitive Con- 
cluſion determine the Point, ſo as not to prove what he 
Aſſerts, but having declar'd the peculiar happy End and 


: Deſign of his Doctrine: He goes on to lay down the Prin- 
 ciples both of the Jews and Gentiles. . 


What it is they both run upon, and what is required to 
have a right Knowledge of God according to their Notions, 
and for this, ſays he, the Jews they require 4 Sign, they 
are all for Miracles, and think, that the beſt, and only | 
way, that God can. diſcover himſelf, and make himſelf 1 
known to Men, is by Prodigy and Wonder, by a Mani- 
feſtation of his Power and Glory. | 

And the Greeks ſeek after Wiſdom, they would have 
every thing made obvious to Reaſon, ſome curious Specu- 


lation and Notion written of God in Mood and Figure, or 


by way of clear Demonſtration, or in ſome elegant Stile 
and Language to captivate and raviſh the Affection, as 
well as to convince the Underſtanding ; that ſhould diſplay 
all the Excellencies of God in Oratory ſuited to the Sub- 


ject, thit is in high and lofty Strains. | 


Whereas contrary to all this, we Preach Chriſt crucified, 
ſays the Apollle. . We dcclare a Perſonality in the God- | 
head, and that God has ſent his Son into the World in a | 
low and mean Station and Condition, to take our Nature 
upon him, and to be evilly Treated, Revil'd, Abus'd, and WM 
be put to the moſt Ignominious Death. | I 
| | | But 


4 


But this to the Jews was a ſtumbling Block ; for tho 


S thcy expected a Meſſias or Chriſt, who ſhould be God with 
, and to whom they aſcribd all the glorious Names and 
YM 4ttributes of God, and who they expected ſhould ma- 


nifeſt by proper Acts and miraculous Works a Power 
Divine, whereby he ſhould redeem 7/rae!, and mana 
they ſtil'd him che God of Iſrael. 

But for their Saviour to be born in a Stable, to live in 
penury and want, to lead a Life of Sorrow and Affliction, 
and be put to the moſt Ignominious Death, That they 
Stumbled at mightily, and this ſtop'd them for ſearching 


MW further, and examining into their own Prophecies that 


were Predictions and Diſcriptions, who, and what ſort 
of a Meſſias this Chriſt was to be, and ſo kept them from 
the Knowledge of the God of Iſrael, that ſhould ſave Z 
them that believe. 

And as this was a 8 Block to the Jews. So 
ld it appear much more fooliſh to the Gentiles. They 
thought God Almighty too great and exalted a Being to 
ſtoop ſo low as to hold Communication with his Creature, 


or concern himſelf with the Affairs of Mortals; that as he 


vas Almighty he could guide them, and govern them as he 


| pleasd, and if he preſcribed them Laws, if they obey'd, 


he could Reward, and make them happy ; or it they Of- 
ſended, he could puniſh them at pleaſure, their Salvation 


and Damnation being equal to him. 


But that God ſhould be ſo anal for us Maortals 
here below, that when we had offended him, and as ſin- 


vers were odious in his ſight, that he ſhould ſend his Son, 
bear the Darling from his Boſom, to be fo tedious a time 
bent from him, for our Redemption; to take our Nature 


upon him; the Union of God and Man, the ſubjecting 


of a Supreme God to buman Laws, and Miſery; and 


making 


ſtated. 


(6 


making the juſt ſaffer for the unjuſt, and to be treated 


with all the deſpite, rage, and malice, by thoſe for whom 


| he ſuffered; and that he that was of an immortal Nature, 


being joyn'd to mortal Subſtance, ſhould not preſerve the 
Being to which he was united, better, than to let it be ſo 
rudely treated, abus d, and be Cruciſied at laſt.  7his 75 
the Greeks was fooliſpncſs: They thought it fo extream 
Ridiculous, that as the Men that broach'd it were a com- 


: pany of poor illiterate Fellows, they took them to be the 


molt deplorable Fools, or Madmen in Nature, that were 


to be ſcorn'd, rather than Philoſophically treated with: j 
They could not conceive that there was any Necellity for 


God to uſe this harſh and ſevere Means; could” not God 


(lay they) readily do what every Man does > Pardon an Of. 
fender without an attonement or ſatisfattion ; where was the | 
neceſſity for all this d 1 : 


Thus you have the Scope of the Text, and the Queſtion 


But before I anſwer theſe Pretenſions, it may be expe: | 


dient, by way of Preliminary, to ſhow, that in general 
their Arguments were grounded on a falſe Suppoſition; 
Which is this: „ 5 


bat a Neceſſity can le put upon God, Whereas God 1s 
ſo abſolute a free Agent, that no real Neceſſity can be put 
upon him, but what he himſelf, out of his own free. will, 
election, choice, and promiſe, is pleaſed to put upon him- 
ſelf. When he pitches upon a method that determins his | 
Choice, when he reveals his Will, declares his Election, 
or makes a Promiſe, then indeed his Attributes of Truth 
and Juſtice, conſtrain him to be ſtrictly punctual wo | 
ES a | | er. 
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5 
Performance, to make him ever to be conſiſtent with him - 
ſelf, Otherwiſe no Neceſſity can be put upon God, or 
have Influence over him ; this Methcd then of Redeem- 
ing the World by a Crucified Chriſt, was the Method God 
Almighty pitch'd upon, and choſe to diſplay his Mercy 
and Grace to Mankind by. Ea Eid leis 
And this Method was fixd and decreed by God be- 
fore the World was, even from all Eternity. And hence 
it is, that he hath Saved us, and called us with a Holy 
Calling, not according to our Works, but according to bis 
own Purpeſe, and Grace, which was given us in Chriſt 
Teſus before the World began. 2 Tim. T. 9. And this is 
that Heavenly Bleſſing wherewith he hath Bleſsd us in 
Heavenly Places in Chriſt, according as he choſe us in 
him before the Foundation of the World, Eph. 1. 3, 4. 
This was then predeſtinated according to God's Eternal 
Decree, not of Neceſſity but Choice, as the cleareſt ma- 
nifeſtation of the Mercy of God imaginable. © _ 

[ dare not preſume to account for all the Tranſcendent 
Actions of God further than what by Revelation he has 
given us thereof, which is, that he Willd them, which I 
here depoſe as the only account can be given of any 


% 


of God's Eternal Decrees. 7 
For what neceſſity was there, or why did God chooſe 
to Create the World, and make a ſix Days Work of it, 
| When he could with one Almighty Fiat have made the 
| Whole World at once? No other account can be given 
thereof, but that God Willd it, ſeeing in his Infinite 
Wiſdom, that this would beſt anſwer his Almighty - Ends 

and Deſigus; nor is there a Page in Scripture but has 
one or other Inſtance of the like nature, whereto no o- 
ther Anſwer can be given, but that they flow'd from the 
Freewill of Gd. =. : 


VV 


= r 
But it may be ſaid, that Chriſt ſuffer d for an Example 
to others, who ſhould go to Heaven by Suffering: And 


that he might here be more ſenſibly touchd with the 
feeling of our Infirmities to have the greater Pity up: 


on us now he is in Heaven. But theſe ſeem ra. 


ther ſubordinate Ends than poſitive Principal Rea. 
ſons, and could not be the Foundation for that Eter. 
nal Decree. If there had been nothing beyond all 
this, I. cannot underſtand why Chriſt ſhould ſuffer 
ſo deeply as he did. Had Chriſt died only to convince 
the World that he was ſincere, to manifeſt his Integri- 
ty, and the Truth of his Doctrine, what need was there, 
that he ſhould die fo Ignominious a Death? If the Pain 
and Shame was for our Example to teach us Patience ? 
Why did he ſweat drops of Blood? Why was his Ago- 
ny in the Garden beyond what Mortals can ſuffer, know, 


or conceive 2? If only to confirm our Faith > Why does 


the Apoſtle tell us, that zhey that will not be convinc d by | 
the Miracles that he Wrought, neither would they believe 
theuth they had ſeen him riſe from the Dead. If the 
ſhedding of the Blood of Chriſt was neceſſary only as 
2 Seal to the Covenant betwixt God and us, or for Re- 
miſſion of Sins in compliance to ancient Rights and Ce- 
remonies, in that 2 things by. the Law of Moſes were. 
to be Purged with Blood, and without ſhedding of Blood, 
as the Apoſtle ſays, there being no Remiſſion, Why ſhould 
it be Seal'd with the Blood of the Granter or Covenant- 
maker? There was never any ſuch Cuſtom, nor did the 
Law of Meſes require Humane Blood; but if it had? | 
Why ſhould God require the Blood of his own Son to | 
be ſpilt? Would no other have ferv*d ? as the Blood of 


his Apoſiles, Saints, and Martyrs. Was it becauſe Chriſt | 


was leaſt Paſſable, or rather Impaſſible by the. Union - 2 


r ( w 
4 5 


od 


(9). 


lis Divine Nature to Humane Nature? Yea rather in this 


reſpect he was every way like unto us, as ſubject to Pain 


and Miſery, or rather more ſenſible of it, ſenſible of 


deeper Anguiſh; for as by the Union of the Soul to the 
Body it is that we diſcern all dolorous Torments, and 
yet do not become Immortal by being united to an Im- 


mortal Soul. So Chriſt, by Union of his Godhead to 
Manhood, became liable to deeper Agonies without ha- 


ving his Mortal Nature made Impaſſible by an Union 


thereto of his Impaſſible Deity. Had it been only to 


excite his Pity, and Compaſlion, which he could not 


have been ſufficiently ſenſible of, unleſs he had ſuffer'd 
in the extreameſt manner himſelf, This had been to 


derogate from his Omniſcience, Goodneſs, and Mercy, 


nas he was God. Yet theſe are aſlign'd as Reaſons in 
Scripture, as ſecondary Adjuncts, not as Prime Cauſes. 
| For had this Sacrifice been primarily for the Sins of the 


World, without reſpect to a deeper Concern, or Cauſe, 
then muſt Chriſt have ſuffer d in like manner as thoſe 


Offenders ſhould have ſuffer'd, for whom he Died; that 


is, he muſt have undergone an Eternal Death without 


Remiſſion, or any Reſurrection of himſelf, unleſs it had 
been to ſuch a one as ſhould have doomed him to a ſe- 
verer Exceſs of Vengeance. But God was pleaſed to a- 


bate of that, and accept of ſuch a Death of his Son as 
is deſcrib'd in Scripture, ſubſtituting a further Demand of 
us inſtead of the other, that we ſhould Repeat, Believe, 
and be Obedient by keeping his Commandments for the 
future. And theſe terms are abſolutely dependant on 
his own Free- will. The Free - will of God, that differs from 
the Free-will of Angels, or of Men, in this, that the Free- 

will of God is governd by no other, or dependeth on 


no other Cauſe, but it ſelf, which the Will of Angels, 


B 2 _ AMT, 


(10) 


and Men does not, neither are the Cauſes of their Act. 
ons Principle, and Independant, but are ſubordinate to WM : 
the ſecret Councils of God, and are moved by Inſtru. 
ments good or bad, according to the great Ends of Pro- WM | 
vidence. Whereas God's Free will and Choice, is that, WM 
which makes and conſtitutes every thing to be abſo?- WM. 
lutely good in it ſelf, and therefore hath he done what- | 
faever he would. Plal. 115. 3. And according to his Will | 
worketh in the Army of Heaven, and in the Tuhabtitanis WM 
of the Earth. Dan. 4.32. Whereas the Wills and Coun. 
cils of God's Creatures depend on his Divine Influences, 
and Permiſſion, therefore Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with | 
the Gentiles and People of Iſrael, gathered themſelves to. 
gether to do whatſoever God's Hand and his Council had | 
determined before to be done. Acts 2. 23, 24. 27, 28. And 
hereupon I run up the Conſideration of the Death - of 
Chriſt, and Doctrine of Chriſt Crucitied to a higher, and | 
> more adequate Cauſe than any yet infiſted on, to the Wl 
Free- will of God, that choſe this way above all others, WM 
and more particularly in order to diſplay thoſe moſt Divine WM 
Attributes of his Grace and Mercy; tor hereby is both the WM. 
Power and Wiſdom of God manifeſted by Chriſt being C- 
” cified, although it be to the Jews a ſtumbling-block, and | 
unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs, but to thoſe that believe, both | 
Jews and Greeks, Chriſ is the Power of God, and the WM 
Wiſdom of God. 15 250 = 
ö i: 1 
| 
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And thus having ſhewn that their Arguments were 
grounded on falſe Suppoſitions, let us now proceed to an- 
{wer their Objections. — 

I fay then, that it the Fews examine their Prophets, WM , 
they ſhall find all thoſe Glorious Propheſies, and Divine WM ! 
Powers afcrib'd to the Mefias as God, ta be compleat, 
= | $ | 3 ; accom- mM 


„ 
accompliſh'd, and fulfill'd in Chriſt by his being Cruct- 
fied. And that if the Gentiles, and Philoſophers examine 
according to the Rules of ſtrict Reaſon what Attribute 
and Notions are requiſite to diſplay a Supream Excellence, 
they too ſhall find the Doctrine of a Cruciſied Chriſt ne- 
ceſlary and requiſite to perfect and compleat the ſame 
Character and Notion. | e 
And however fooliſh, or wanting the Divine Wiſdom 
may ſeem to be to himſelf, to theſe Men, they ſhall find 
it a Wiſer Diſpenſation, and Contrivance, than any that 
Men have, or otherwiſe ever can invent; and whatever 
weakneſs, or imperſection the Doctrine of a Cruciſied Sa- 
viour may ſeem to import, it is a manifeſtation of a great- 
er Strength and Power than any Man could ever boaſt of, 
and the cleareſt Proof of a Power Divine that ever was, 
| for the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than Men; and the weat- 
| neſs of God is ſtronger than Men. WTO 

This is then what | here undertake to explain and clear, 
That the Doctrine of a Crutified Chriſt is neceſſary to com- 
| pleat the Notion and Character of God, that is, of a ſupream 
| Sovereign Being, and Divine Providence, that is ſuppoſed 
to have made the World, and governs it, and that is en- 
dued with all Divine Perfections, that mult be aſcribd 
| to God, and that without the allowance and admittance 
of ſuch a Notion, that Chriſt was Crucified, and that he 
| Was God, all Conceptions and Notions of God are fo im- 
perfect, as only to conſtitute a Maſs of grand Imper- 
61T) ps Inn!) DET. 
And this I undertake to make good, againſt all pretending . 
Philoſophers, that aſſume to be Theiſts, Gnoſticks, and 
ö 8 and the like, upon the Principles of Natural 
F cr ons 3 


- Secondly, 


6 „ To 
\ 1 Secondiy, That the ſame Doctrine was as requiſite to 
1 eompleat the Propheſies of the Scriptures, and more par- 
ticularly-to manifeſt the Miraculous Power of God unto | 
Salvation, againſt all Jews, Turts, or other Herceticks, | 
that make this a Stumbling-block. & 7 

As to the firſt then, That the Doctrine of a Crucified 


| *Chriſt is neceſſary to compleat the Notion and Cha- pl 
| racter of a God, I premiſe and take for granted, wha: e 
| Maximus Tyrivs has remark'd, that however Men differ in 2 
| other things, yet they all agree in this, That there is one f 
|  +God, King and Father of all things. This the Greeks fiy, Nc 
this the Barbarians; this thoſe that live upon the Conti- 
nent, and thoſe that dwell by the Sea, the Wiſe and Un: WM 
- wiſe. | at greg ee ] 
When we come then to raiſe our Apprehenſions and - 
Conceptions fo as to frame a juſt Idea of this great Parent n 
of the Univerſe, we muſt conceive, that he that made the n 
World, and all that therein is, is all- powerful, that he can i 
do all things, and that he is all-wiſe, that he knows all e. 
things, and has a perfeck and compleat view of all things, n 


and that it is he that directs and governs all things, and 1 
that all the Perfections of the Creatures are more ab- 

ſtractedly in their Perfections in him, that did impart, Nn 
and give them thoſe Perfections: And moſt of all, that i 
he has all the Spiritual Perfections, that ſeem more imme- ! 
diately to partake of his Spiritual Nature, and flow f 
from him, and therefore as he is all-wiſe, ſo he is moſt 1 
Juſt and Good, and Gracious. a ][] 
This then being granted, I aſſert that as Grace and 
Truth came by Feſas Chriſt, fo the manifeſtation of God's Fr 
being True, and Gracioas, and Merciful, could only be 
made known to the World by the coming of the 2 — =: 
wh | - WE E105 1 2 


1 . 
cſeſus Chriſt into the World, and by his being God, and 
fulfilling the Promiſesof God, and accordingly by being 

| Crucified, and no otherwiſe, _ ; - 
And here, I think, with Modeſty enough, I may chal- 
enge all the aforeſaid Theiſts, Gnoſticks, and Socinzans, 
and all that pretend to the Powers of Natural Philoſo- 
phy, or Reaſon, to ſhew me how it is poſſible to mani- 
teſt, that God is either True, or Gracious, or Merciful, 
woperly as God, without allowing the Premiſes afore- 
wot a Crucified Saviour, and of that Saviour's being 
S © ue, 

I all the Reaſon that ever was given for God's Cre- 
ating the World amounts generally to no more than this, 
that it was for the exertion and manifeſtation of his o-] n 
Power and Glory, which he choſe to manifeſt after this 
manner. Can God be ſuppoſed to defire., or delight 
more in Power and Glory than in Truth, in Grace, and 
in Mercy, Attributes or Qualities that deſerve much high- 
| er Characters, and ſeem to flow from . nobler Principles 
than the other, and peculiarly more ſuitable to the No. 
tion of- a God. 1 8 W 

For Power, Ma jeſty, and Glory, without Truth and 
Mercy, ſeem harſh Characters, rather Odious than Charm- 
ing, rather Terrible than Lovely or Commendable ; for 
Power without Grace, Gentleneſs, and Mercy, is a dread- 
al thing, the property of a Soveraign Tyrant: Majeſty 
ZW vithour- Meekneſs, is Haughtineſs, that carries Diſdain, 
and creates Averſion: Glory without Humility, is Va- 
nty and Pride, and theſe without Truth, Chara@erize- 
& rather a Soveraign Devil than a Gde. | 
Thunder and Lightning diſplay Power and Glory, and” 
therefore God reveal'd himſelt thus far to all the Iſraelites, 
a well as to Moſes, to whom it is ſaid, God ſhew'd only 
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only his Back Parts, becauſe he diſplayed himſelf little 
further to him than by giving him the Law, that pro- 
.nounc'd dreadful things, and the Terrors of the Lord, 
all the reſt were wrap'd up in Clouds and Veils, that is, | 
Grace and Truth that was in Jeſus Chriſt, was under 
Types and Figures, diſcover'd in Bulk, but hid from them 
as to a clear and full View, and they ſaw not their brighter | 
Emanations. | | 


What Wit then of Man can explain how God has, or 1 


could manifeſt his Grace and Truth without the coming | 
of Chriſt, and without his being God, and being Cru- } 
.cified ? I do not ſay that Ged could not have maniteſted 1 
it otherwiſe; but I fay, this is what God out of his 
Abſolute Freedom choſe, and Man cannot conceive any 
other way that he could have maniteited them proper- 
ly as belonging to God himſelf, otherwiſe, than he has i] 
done; neither do | ſay that God could not have Saved 
Mankind without Chri being Crucified, for Scripture | 
haas ſaid no ſuch thing that I know of, and therefore we 
have no Warrant to confine God to our ſhallow Con- 
ceptions. But in that God has reveald himſelf no o- 
ther way, I may, without too much boldneſs ſay, that no 
Mortal can think of any other way, ſince even this has 
many cout ſtretches beyond our Conception, becauſe it 

lanches often out into the Incomprehenſible Nature of 
God, which it is abſolutely requiſite it ſhould take in 
to make it properly an Act Divine, which is ſo far from 
confounding the Notion, that it only renders it compleat, 
ſhewing us, it is truly, what it mult neceſſarily be. 2 
To ſhew God, true, eſſentially, properly. True, ſo as | 
to appertain to himſelt, it was requiſite that he ſhould 
make ſome Promiſe. - 5 — 


And 
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And to make up the clearer Proof, that God is unalter- 
- ably ſtrict to his Word, it ſeems further requiſite, that there 


ſhould be a Succeſſion of conſiderable time, and various 


| Occurrences in the Interval,betwixt the Promiſe and Com- 


pletion, to ſhew it is not poſſible to make God repent, 


change, and alter his Reſolve and Pleaſure. And it is re- 
| quiſite, that this Promiſe ſhould relate to God himſelf, to 


put ome hardſhip upon himſelf, Perſonally, as far as con- 


ception can reach or think it poſſible to extend to God; 
ſince therefore God muſt treat with Man, as Man, 


and cannot in any Language Man can underſtand, treat 
with him in any terms ſuitable to himſelf, he muſt thus 


| far condeſcend, and ſpeak with him after his own way, 


and according to his own Capacity, and in his own Stile 


ndnd Language; God thereſore ſpeaking to Man as Man, 


what Promiſe could God make, or difficulty and hardſhip. 
put on himſelf, that could touch his Perſon, and be more 
ſevere upon him to make him find out ſome contrivance 
to alter or ſhift off his Promiſe, or upon any occaſion to 
recede from his Word, than this of ſending his Son to 
be Crucified for us. Hence came the neceſſity that God 


| ſhould reveal himſelf to Man, to make him comprehend 


theſe things the better. So that I may ſay, God was con- 


Trained to ſpeak after this manner, and bring in the Per- 


lonality, and Trinity, which by the actual diſtin& opera- 
tions, according to Scripture, is made more than a Notion, 
tho we muſt ſtill conceive there can but in Effence be one 
God. Then Secondly, - ” TIE 
What greater Provocations could God receive, or In- 
dignities could be put upon God, than the Fews put up- 


4 


W © Chriſt > what more Ingratitude and Unworthineſs could 


be ſnewn, than thoſe which after repeated Favours and 
Mercies whilſt this was tranſacting, and carrying on, the 
77 5 | 7 ews 
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Jews did make and how; „ an ** People, "Re | 
bellious, ſtiſſl-necked, conceited Race, as ever tried the 
extent of an Almighty. Goodneis. Again, how could 
God have manifeſted his Mercy, without Man's Sinning | 
or Offending? Not that God did put a neceſſity upon Man | 


of Sinning, but made him a ſree Agent. Yet knowing the | 


Appetites, Paſſions, and Affections that were in Man, he Þ 
knew, without God's. particular Grace, Man would din; | 


yet how could he have offended without God's giving =_ | 


alLaw, and how could God have put ſuch a hardſhip and 


reſtraint upon him without maniteſting Severity rather 
than Goodneſs 2 Unleſs that his Service had been for ſome } 
good End or Iſſue, if he duly periorm'd it. | 

God therefore ſet before Man Life and Death, Happineſs | 
and Miſery, and made Teams wirh him, and a Covenant, 


that if he would be Obedient, he ſhould have the one as 
a Reward; or if heprov'd Diſobedient, the other as a Pu- 


niſhment. No to pardon Man after tranſgreſſion of ſuch | 
a Covenant, was Mercy, yet every pardon of an Offence } 
or Sin is not Meecy, unleſs that Pardon be granted out of | 
an innate tenderneſs, and compaſſion to the Perſon offend- | 


ing, as deſiring his good, and having an averſion to the | 


cruelty of ſeeing, and making him ſuffer, were it notout | 


ol reſpe&to Jultice. 


For a King that isa Tyrant, may pardon an Offender, ö 
to gratifie another's Luſt, or his own, or at the Importu- | 


nity of a Courtier, or an Allie, and not out of Mercy. So | 


may a careleſs Prince pardon Offenders out of Negligence, 
Sloth, or Diſ regard that he has to Juſtice or Judgment, or | 
becauſe it may not prejudice himſelf, but ſome of his Sub- 


jects, for whom he has not the regard he ought to have, | 


_ not out of meer Mercy. Y 
Now to obviate theſe, and a thouſand ſuch nn = 
and 


TT 8 
nad make his Mercy Eminent and Obvious above all his 
| other Works as an Attribute he moſt delighted in, and as 
that which gave Beauty and real Ornament to all the reſt : 
He by all thoſe wonderful Diſpenſations are diſplayd in 
the Goſpel, manifeſted his Mercy to be pure Native, Spot- 
Er ³è . 

The Sin is therefore diſplay d to be a Sin properly againſt 
| himſelf, to be a Helliſh Deſign againſt the Majeſty of Hea- 
ven, againſt his Perſon, Crown, and Dignity, to make 
himſelf a God, and make himſelf Lord and abſolute Maſter 
ol that Garden he was put into poſſeſſion of, as a Steward 


co Overſeer, with the greateſt Priviledges imaginable, as 
= : he hag been iso. „„ 

nd for the more clear Manifeſtation, God limits his 
* W Omnipreſence, when he had tranſgreſsd, and comes to 
Wh farch him out, and calls him to Judgment as if God him- 
belt had been Ignorant of the Fact, with all the gentleneſs 
aud temper of a cool Evening Breeze convicts him fairly, 
and condemns him juſtly. Yer with all the enlargement of 
f his Bowels, as a tender Father, with all the true Mercy and 
Compaſſion that ever an affectionate Mother could expreſs, 
chat weeps when ſhe ſcourges, and enlarges her Favours 
nud Indulgence another way at the time ſhe puniſhes for 
_ MW = Crime committed. 5 

4 Thus God immediately unfolded and extended his Mer- 
c to Mankind, tho he fully expreſs d his Reſentment a- 
4 TM 1ſt the Crime, curſing every thing that was inſtrumental 
oy. or conducive thereto ; and to expreſs this the fullier mani- 
s JW {clicd, he would not pardon ſuch an Offence, no not in his 


own Son, whom he promiſed nevertheleſs to fend to pro- 

cure Man's Salvation, wherein Mercy and Truth met to- 
JW ther, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs'd each other. 

| The numerous Circumſtances would. require much en- 

= Ox - largement 


2 
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largement for a full Explanation: hereof, but I hope I have 
faid enough to give you an Idea of what I intend, and that 
_ theſe Methods of the Son of God being Crucified, were re. 

quiſite to maniſeſt fully and clearly the Mercy and Truth 


of God, and as requi te as the Creation of- the World to 
manifeſt his Power and Glory, againſt all Gnofticks, The. 


iſts, and Socinians, that would render this ſo inſignificant, 


uſeleſs, and fooliſh a Notion. 


I ſhall therefore haſt to the ſecond thing, to ſhew that WW 
Crucified Chriſt was requiſite alſo to compleat the Prophe- 
ſies of Scripture, and more particularly to manifeſt the mi. 
raculous Power of God againſt all Jews, Turks, and allo. | 
ther Hereticks that may make this a Stumbling-Block, | 
T intend not here to quote all thoſe Texts of Scripture 
out of Moſes and the Prophets that predict a Meſfas ſhould | 
come, the word Stumbl:ng-Block ſeems to imply ſomething | 
of that nature, that they ſuppoſed a Meſſias was to come, | 
but that he was to be put to Death, and be Cruciſied af- 
ter this manner, that was what they ſtumbled chiefly at. 
They bop d that it ſhould haue been he that would re. 
deem Iſrael, but could not think how that Redemption | 
ſhould come to them by Perſecution, and Death; they cx- WM 
pected a Temporal Prince that ſhould have thrown off the 
Roman Bondage, and Slavery that they then began to groan } 
under, and expected to have been the Lords and Maſters of 


the Univerſe. 


Here then I might firſt ſhew, that Chriſt's Kingdom was | 
not of this World, that the Jews were to have no ſuch tem- 
poral Dominion, that the Prophets foretold'the Fews ſhould } 
be a People rather forſaken by God, and that the Scepter Ml 
Mould depart from 7ſrae/, and a Law-giver from between | 
his Feet tor ever, when Shilo, that is, when their Meſſas 
came, and that then the Gentiles ſhould come, and be 1& | 


ceiyd 
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Ceed into the Grace and Favour, and Church of God, and 
W the Jews in general, that is, tor the greater part, ſhould 
be rejected. 5 8 | | 


That Chriſt, when he came, was to have no Form, nor 


MW comclineſs, no Beauty thar we ſhould deſire him, no ta- 


king Pomp, and outward Grandeur, but be deſpis'd and 
rejected of Men; a Man of Sorrows, eſteem d as one 


S ſmitten of God, and afflicted, that he ſhould be brought 
usa Lamb to the Slaughter. 1 


That he ſhould be taken from Priſon to be carried to 


| Judgment, and thereupon be cut off out of the Land of the 
Living, and be Buried, having his Grave with the Wicked, 
and with the Rich in his Death, according to //aiah 35, 


As to the particular manner, this was typified very 
plainly by the Brazen Serpent; and again it is faid, that 
he ſhould be Hang'd on a Tree,. being made a Curſe for 
us, and that they thould look on him whom they ſhonld 


| But my Jelign is not at preſent to inſiſt on theſe things, 


only to deſire you to take notice, that this ſort of Death 
was moſt obvious to the view of all Men; and fo as that 
the greateſt number ol Witneſſes might have the fulleſt 


| Satisfaction that could be, that the Perſon ſo ſuffering, was 
really and truly, put to Death. - 0 x 


And that if after this, he did riſe again, that then that 


Miracle was above all others the greateſt that could be, 
and herein lies the force of the Apoſtles Argument, that 
though this be a Stumbling- block to the Jens, to think, 


that their God the Meſſtas ſhould be put to Death; 
yet that the Apoſtle thought the Power of God 
made more maniteſt hereby, than by any temporal Gran- 
deur, by any Trophy, or Victory he could have obtain d, 


tho he had Conquer d the whole World; and that he did 


rile again, was as notorious as that he was Crucified. And 
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And foraſmuch as they were Witneſſes of his Reſur- | 


rection, they were ready to Juſtifie and Seal this Truth 
with their own Blood, and therefore they Preach'd that he 
was firſt Crucified, and after that roſe from the Dead. 


Ihe Caſe being brought to this head, I fay, that Chriſt | 


being Crucified, and riſing again, was a greater manifeſts. 
tion of the Power Divine, and'a greater Conqueſt than 
all he Triumphs of Pompey, and Cæſar; than all the Vi- 


Gories gain d by Alexander, or than any Conqueſt ever 


the World can pretend to. 


To be fo notoriouſly and openly put to Death in theſull | 


view of the World; expos'd to the ſight of Angels, of 
Men, and of Devils, in their own Region of the Air, and 


then be Buried, and that after all this he ſhould riſe again, | 


conquer Death, and lead Captivity Captive. 

When his Hands and Feet had been lacerated and torn 
with the Nails on which his Body hung, his Side and 
Heart pierc'd, and Death had ſeizd on him in that dark 
and diſmal Duvgeon, where Hope never yet enter d. When 


ſhehad bound him in her ſtrongeſt Irons, and laid on him 
her heavieſt Chains, when he was no more in the Land 


of the Living, nor actuated by any common powers of 
Nature. | | 

But Dead, abſolutely Dead, and Buried, and left to the 
Inſult of every crawling Worm, and pitiful Inſect. That 
he then ſhould begin to exert his Power, and not only like 
a mighty Sampſon, break the Bonds aſunder, and caſt away 
the Cords from him, being it was impoſſible he ſhould be 
holden by them, but give the powers of Hell and the Grave 


one final overthrow , and riſe again to a Life much more 


IIluſtrious than before, to a Life Immortal. 


Where are all the Heroes of the World, and their migh- 


ty Acts recorded? Where are the Rolls of Fate and For- 


tune 
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tune kept? Conſult them, and tell me what Eſſays have 
been made, or Attempts of this Nature. What Feats, 
what Atchievements, what Conqueſts have the greateſt 
Heroes made, when once they have been ſeiz'd by Death 2 
We have heard of them no more, they have laid down _ 
tamely in the Grave, and been as ſubmiſſive and humble 
there, as the pooreſt Peaſant, or the moſt abje& Slave, 

But where others end, our Champion only begins; ri- 
ſes like the Sun, from the darkeſt Night, and blackeſt 
Cloud, with a Refulgence much more Glorious and Sur- 


prizing, never to Set any more, but ſtill to ſhine with 


the brighteſt Refulgences in the full Meridian of Glory. 
And who can deny me this? That this is an Act of the 
higheſt Power and Glory; or who can obje& againſt a 
Crucified Chriſt, when this renders the Tranſation much 
more Notorious and Tranſcendent, and is the dark Shade 


that ſurrounds the amazing Splendour, which it ſets off 


with ſuch a Luſtre, that it is impoſſible for any Mortal 
Eye to make a full and diſtin& Proſpect thereof. 
| That he ſhould by an unconceivable Spring of Immor- 

tality have a Quickning Power after ſuffering himſelf to 
be Slain, and riſe with a Power greater than ever, ſo as 
to Conquer his, and our Enemies, never to Die any more, 
or let Death have any more Dominion over him, 

Is this then our Reproach, that our God was Crueified, 
when it was the compleateſt Teſtimony that he was a God 
of any thing that ever was, or could have been done ; an 
Act wherein was diſplay'd a Power entirely Divine, which 
no Moraal, no Conquerour, no Hero could ever boaſt of 
in the World: An Atchievement they are nat capable 
of, an act and pitch of Glory, ſo far beyond what Man 
can preſume or think, that it manifeſtly diſplays, it ſolely 
appertains to a God. | ES NO 


2 | He. | 
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He that could conquer Death, oſcaps'! out of the Snare, 


| our the Chains, be Victorious when a Captive, riſe 3. 
gain after he was Dead, fays St. Auſtin, could doubt. 


Jeſs have avoided the Snare, whilſt he was yet Alive, and 
not have Died at all. Auſtin. F/al. 103. Conc. x. For he that 
could return to Lite, and aſſume Immortality when Dead, 
and Buried in the Grave, could much more eaſily have De- 


ſcended from the Croſs, as the Jews-bid him, when they f 


ſet him at Defiance, and inſulted over him. 


Doubtleſs he might as eaſily have torn the Croſs as the 


Veil of the Temple, and have preſerv d his own Lite, as 
eaſily as have raiſed others. 


But to ſhew, that he was above their Indignation and | 
Scorn, and that ſuch things were only fit for him, that 
was God! to act, that were above what the thoughts of |} 


Man can conceive, he let them thus far prevail, and then be. 


gun only to exert his Power, where all our Hopes are ; 


wallow'd up in Deſpair. 


And further, as the ſame St. Aon "ls to ſhew the 


Force of his Omnipotent Arm, he conquer'd the World, 


not by Arms or Slaughter, but by being Wounded ang 


Slain. 
But not to be tranſported, and carried too far with the 


\  Glories of this Conqueſt, let us a little reflect and Jook | 
back to the Uſes and Application, tor I hope I have diſtinttly |} 
enough ſhewn, that Chriſt Crucified diſplayed both the | 


Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God. 


Are theſe then our Advantages, and the great Ends of Wl 
Heaven herein , and ſhall our Gracious God and Saviour | 
be abuſed, and revild for this his Condeſcention, by 2 | 
company of - blaſphemous , pretending Men, that vainly f 
boaſt of their Reaſon and Philoſophy, that ſtick not 
to Impeach the Wildom and Politicks of Heaven herein, | 


and 


Dunghil. 


— | 
and would meaſure the Goodneſs and Mercy of God by the 


ſcantlings of their own Unthoughtfulneſs, Pride, IIl- na- 
ture, and Folly. 7 e 


| Theſe Men find Spots in the Sun, and will have them 
to be Imperfections; draw new Schemes of the Creation; 
| Preſcribe to God, and Nature, new and better Models ; 


pretend to ſhew the Mechaniſm of Humane Nature, and 


connect the orgiginal defects of all the Intellectuals, by a 
noch better diſpoſition of the Will and Underſtanding, 


had it been actuated thus, or thus. 


vet thele grand Sophis, and Wiſe Men can no more 
nake any ony one Inſect, or the meaneſt Creature, than 
de Magicians of Egypt could make a Louſe ; the com- 


poſition of a Hair or Straw, or a ſingle grain of Sand 
aſter all, baffles them in Practice and Speculation. _ 
What then if it be as clear and notorious, that God 


made his Son thus to take our Nature upon him, and 


be Crucified to manifeſt his Grace, Mercy and Truth, 


45 that he made the World to manifeſt his Glory; ſhall 


our imperious Saucineſs upbraid him for his Condeſcen- 


tion, and Goodneſs, or preſume to traverſtee and ridicule. 


Omnipotence, and arraign his Soveraign Wiſdom. _ 
Or ſhall we reſpectfully deny God made the World, 


| becauſe it ſeems beneath his Purity and Majeſty to form 


Corruption, or dirty his Hands in the vile Rubbiſh of the 
Earth, or buſie himſelf in the ſtink of an Excrement, or 


And are not theſe Cavils much of the fame nature with 
the Socinian Objections againſt Chriſt's Incarnation, and 
Crucifixion ? What then, if God do not think. it below 
him, nor diſdain ſuch mean Acts, but that we find it re. 
aly, and poſitively matter of Fact that it is ſo. What 
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impudent nde ſhall queſtion him, impeach hi; 
: Goodneſs, or ſay to him, what doſt thou > a 
Are not his Ways above, and contrary often to ur 
Mays, and his Thoughts above and below our Thoughts, 
as high and as low, as Heaven and Hell are above and be. 

low the Earth : He's an Abyſs too deep for the ſhort Line 
of Humane Reaſon, wherein our ſhort Sight preſently 
loſes it ſelf, and ends with faint Shade and Obſcurity. 
And what then? if theſe things be as we aſlert, that he 
was Crucified, tho really God 2 What Ingratitude, and 
impudent Blaſphemy ? What Arrogance and oftentive Va- 
nity muſt theſe Men be found guilty of ? 

Let them conſider God in their own way, as 2 Sove- 
rain, who is moſt diſcreet in Council, and deep in Poli: 
ticks, and duly conſiders every thing, and determinesand 
decrees things thus and thus. 

And ſhall every unthinking, pragmatical Bn, ; imme. 
diately cenſure, condemn, rail againſt, and as far as his im- 
potent Rage and Vanity can reach, endeavour to baffle and 
defeat Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs. If fuch things were 
carried on againſt a Temporal King, when that Prince 
had an account thereof, and the miſchievous Medicr 
brought before him, in what conſuſion would that Wretch 
be, and how far would the Rage of that Prince be incens d a- 
gainſt him; doubtleſs in proportion to his Preſumption, 
and look upon him as one of the worſt inlirament, 
' or Vermin in a Commonwealth. 
: . How much better would it have been, for that Perf m | 
to have humbly done his Duty without ſuch ſingular ici- | 
conceitedaeſs, and paid due deference to the Wiſdom, and 
Goodnels of his Prince, and to his Commands, own'd iis | 
&ipodnels and Grace, as well as his Vengeance and Power, 

Without 


T1 


without compoſing him to pour forth the Vials of his 


Wrath, to juſtifie, and make good his Mercy, his Grace, 
and his Truth. 
For as I haveſhewn Chriſt being Crucified was thiogrone: 2] 
ef Act of Grace and Mercy that ever was, that the Son of 
God ſhould take our Nature upon him, and amongſt other 
Miſeries, ſuffer himſelf to be Slain , and put to ſuch an 
Ignomiuious Death, to fave us from Eternal Death, and 
raiſe us with himſelf to Eternal I ife again. 
To ſhew us the dreadful nature of Sin, the diſmal Effects, 
and dire Conſequences thereof, and to manifeſt the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God, and the moſi excellent Attributes of his 


Nature to invite us to be Imitators of thoſe Divine Graces. _ 


To diſpoſſeſs Satan of his ſtrong; hold, drive out Sin from 
our Captivated Natures, reſtore us to Freedom again, repair 
our Breaches, make our Fortifications much ſtronger, and 
put us in a better State and Condition than before, and 
render us capable of higher Perfections, and of a higher 
ſtate of Happineſs than that which we ſhould have enjoy d 
in Paradiſe it felt. 

That he ſhould come and take our Nature upon him, 
Live amongſt us, have converſation with us in our own 
likeneſs, in a mean State and Condition, that ſo we might 
be the more familiar and fre? with him, fee and learn more 
of him, and ſhew us a compleat Pattern and Example, 


| how among the moſt Wicked and Perverſe Generati- 


ons of Men, Innocency may be preſerv'd, Goodneſs be 
made more evident, the Vertues of Patience, Humilit 


and Meekneſs be more practis'd, and all that the Law of 


God requires, actually periorm'd 1 in our Nature by a Man | 
like unto our telves. _ 


That we may learn of him lowlineſs and meekneſs,and Pa- 
tience, and Chrittian Fereaveranep therein even unto Death, 


We TO that 
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chat ſo by Suffering, we may learn to Conquer, and by | 
follow ing his Steps, he may lead us to the moſt Glorious 


Victories, to Conquer our greateſt Enemies, the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, and make Death and the Grave attend, 


and wait on our Triumph, when his Trumpet ſhall Sound, 


and ſummons us to Enter With him into his Kingdom ar 
Glory. tn 7s 


I 1 ſhould now come to lay down the uſeful Exhortatlons 


97 
S 


tobe deducd from hence, to excite you to the Practice 


of Piety and Devotion that is to the due Worſhip of this 
God who is ſo wonderſul Good, Gracious, and Merciful, 
as to paſs Underſtanding, which Impudent Blaſphemers 
deny, becauſe it is fo great they cannot comprehend it; 
as if Men were to deny the Sun ſhines, becauſe its Bright- 
neſs is ſuch, they cannot ſtedfaſtly behold it. 
But certainly we ought with more proſtrate Humility 
to adore him, to Praiſe, Laud, and Magnifie his exceeding -* | 
Grace and Mercy to Mankind, more eſpecially for the ſend- 
ing of his Son, for his wonderful Condeſcentions, and 
extream Sufferings, for his Crucitixion, and moſt Igno- 
minious Death; and for all the Grace, Mercy, Goodneſs, 
Truth, and Juſtice difplay'd thereby, which we, in return, 
may ever humbly acknowledge, but can never ſufficiently . | 
express. This would employ not only the higheſt Thoughts 
of Men, but is above the Tongue of Men and Angels, 
and car terminate in nc other than anendleſs Circle of Ha- 
_ lalwjahs, which let us begin here, for that is to be our Em. 
ployment in Heaven, World without end, rendring all 
Thanks, Praife, Glory, and Honour to Father, Son, and 
- Holy>Ghoſt, now, and for Ever. 4A MEN. 
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